TRAFFI C STOP

a play in one act
(excerpt)

by

Jeff Stilwell

© 2005 Jeff Stilwell
WGA #1060796

409 Main St.

Ednonds, WA 98020
(206) 595-7765

j ef f @i ndredcircle.com



Traffic Stop

CHARACTERS

CLAI RE A beautiful, bored and rather spoiled, if
unhappy, worman near 40.

JCE A thoughtful and surprisingly well-read
sheriff who is, unsurprisingly, a bit
| onel y.
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SETTI NG

A deserted country road.

TI ME

Present day.
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Traffic Stop

(Despite every argunent that she has tried so far, Caire has
been gi ven the speeding ticket anyway.)

JOE
Good. Now have a nice day.

CLAI RE
Ch, Joe, cone on.

JOE
VWhat now?

CLAI RE

What? |Is Al Quaeda putting a dirty bonb in the county
fairgrounds or sonething? Wat's the hurry? Talk to
me for a while.

(beat)
(beat)
JOE
Al right. Just for a while.
CLAlI RE
Ckay, just for a while. Thank you.
JOE
Well, what do you want to tal k about?
CLAlI RE
Men! Wiy do they always say that?
JOE
Hey! You're the one--
CLAlI RE

Never mnd. Tell ne, Joseph...can | call you
"Joseph?" Wo else calls you "Joseph?"

JCE
My nother, if you have to know. Usually when she's

angry.
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CLAI RE
Well, | Iike "Joseph” better. It suits you. You
know, the Chosen One.
JOE
The Chosen One?
CLAI RE
You know - Jacob and all his sons. In the A d

Testanent. Joseph and his dreans. The favorite.
God's favorite.

JOE
God's favorite?
CLAI RE
Yeah.
(beat)
JOE
Al right. But | have to say | don't think..
CLAI RE
Don't think what?
JOE
VWell, | don't...think...God chooses favorites.
CLAI RE
Vell! A real conversation with a man! God, it's been
so long, | can barely renenber the last tine. So.

Ckay, God doesn't choose favorites.

JOE
Nope. | don't think so, anyway.

CLAI RE
Wy not ?

JOE
Because CGod is. ..

CLAI RE

ls...?
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JOE
God...isn't like that.

CLAI RE
Li ke what ?

JOE
| don't know. He doesn't--

CLAI RE
He?

JOE

Ch no, you're not one of those...

CLAI RE
So, what if I an? Actually I"'mnot. At |east not al
the tinme. Anyway, so God doesn't...

JOE
God is fair. God treats everyone the sane.
CLAlI RE
You have got to be kidding ne.
JOE
No, |'m not.
CLAlI RE
Vell, maybe it seens |ike that if you' re Joseph, but
what about if you're - | don't know - say, Napthali?
JOE
One of his brothers?
CLAlI RE
Yeah.
JOE
Well...didn't they have it comng to them or
sonet hi ng?
CLAlI RE

Why ?
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JOE
Because. ..l don't know. They were...
CLAI RE
Were. ..
JOE
Asshol es or sonet hi ng.
CLAI RE

Joseph!? My! Such | anguage froma uniformed officer
of the law. What is this country com ng to?

JOE
Al right. Ungrateful, then.
CLAI RE
For what? Being passed over? | nean there they are,

all watching over their sheep or whatever they did,
doing their jobs as best they see fit, but God decides
that He |i kes one of thembetter than the others. And
makes hi mthe president.

JOE
Look. ..
CLAlI RE
Ckay, forget Joseph. How about Mses?
JOE
VWhat is this? Sunday school ?
CLAlI RE
Call it a trip dowm nenory |ane. So. Moses.
JOE

What about hin? He did a good job.

CLAlI RE
Yeah, maybe if you're Moses you m ght think that.
What about the Pharaoh?

JOE
VWhat about hi nf?
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CLAI RE
Do you renenber that little bit about Mses telling
God that he's not up to it, and God saying, "Don't
worry son, |I'll harden the heart of the Pharaoh and
make it easy on you."

JOE
He did not!
CLAI RE
Ch, yes, he did!
JOE
He...God! Yes, he did. | forgot.
CLAI RE
Mrmm-hmm
JOE
Vell, I"'msure God had his reasons.
CLAI RE

You bet He did. Playing favorites, that's what CGod
was doi ng.

JOE
Look, | don't think we're supposed to question God's--

CLAI RE
WIl? 1 do. How about Davi d?

JCE
You do teach Sunday school, don't you?

CLAlI RE
Not on your life. M parents just nade ne go to one
of those Christian coll eges.

JOE
Way is that?
CLAI RE
| don’t know. | think they thought | was getting too

wi | d or sonething.

WGA #1060796 © 2005 Jeff Stilwell



Traffic Stop

JOE
Hard to i magi ne that.
CLAI RE
So, anyway, |'menjoying this. David.
JOE
And. .. what's her nanme?...Bat hsheba.
CLAI RE
Bat hsheba. How woul d you |like to be her husband? On,
by the way, why don't you stormthe gate? I1t'll keep
you occupi ed.
JOE
Well. Maybe there's sonmething to that.
CLAI RE

Thank you. [It's nice talking with you, by the way.
It's nice to neet a man who knows how to listen to a
woman instead of rolling his eyes.

JOE
Yeah, well, | don't really like those kind of guys,
anyway.
CLAI RE
Li ke ny husband.
JOE
Li ke your husband.
CLAI RE
Say, | just realized why it's so inportant for you to

believe that God is all objective and fair.

JCE
And j ust.

CLAI RE
And just. That's the kind of cop you're trying to be.

JOE
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CLAlI RE
No, it's okay. | understand. Actually, | kind of
like it.

JOE
Wl | ... thanks.

CLAlI RE

Don't nention it. Cone on, Joseph, let your God
choose favorites. Let your God have a dark side.

JOE
d airel

CLAlI RE
Vell? Wien's the last tinme that you went around
har deni ng people's hearts?

JOE
Al right. Al right. Look this is getting a
little...umm -

CLAI RE
No, | think | understand now. So what you're telling
me is that you have annointed yourself to be nore just
t han God.

JOE
What ?!

CLAI RE
God plays favorites, but you don't.

JOE
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

CLAI RE
You're driving down the road, m nding your own
busi ness, and suddenly whoosh! - a car driven by sone
woman crazy wth grief--

JOE

Gief?
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CLAI RE
Gief over the size of her thighs and a broken heart
from bei ng dunped for sonme navel - pi erced bubbl e- head
and instead of feeling sorry for her, you give her a
speedi ng ticket.

JOE
|--1 (beat) Nice try, Caire..

WGA #1060796 © 2005 Jeff Stilwell



