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"And everyone, 'neath vine and fig tree shall live in peace and unafraid. And into plowshares turn their swords; nations shall learn war no more." (Isaiah 2, Micah 4)

WHERE I WAS, SOME OF WHAT I DID…
DURING AUGUST BREAK
By Dan Stern
I have become, like my father before me, a steward of land and a tender of trees. Dad's pride and joy was a 40-plus acre orchard of apples and pears. Mine? A 60-plus acre forest of hickory and oak.

I know it's not my vocation, like it was for my dad. A mere avocation. Something done in spare time. But during my August leave, Sam and I spent several days and nights at our beloved cabin sanctuary hidden away in the high hilly hardwood forested land of NW Illinois (various pics attached to church Facebook page).

Dad, with the help of beloved church member friends, built the house that I grew up in himself; I'm proud to have participated similarly in building my Illinois cabin - all from scratch, with local resources (the tongue and groove oak floor boards were made by nearby Amish skilled carpenters), with the help and supervision of lifelong church friends from North Central Washington State.

The cabin sits in the middle of protected woodlands (so local/state taxes are minimal). It's off the grid - one has to walk in about a half mile from the nearest country road - but comfortable with screened windows, good air circulation, an outdoor deck facing the evening sunset, rain barrels for gathering water for a solar shower and chemical toilet, propane stove, lights, and fridge. A portion of the land - the least forested part - still consists of an old apple/pear orchard.  Once upon a time it was as well-tended to as my father's orchard used to be - ancient gnarled trees still bear fruit (some of it quite flavorful) without additional effort or assistance on my part. These trees were planted and tended way back in the 19th Century by a previous owner - an 'almost famous' one at that: Ulysses S Grant's brigadier general's brother, Peter Rawlins, who, with pacifist-leaning tendencies, stayed home from the war (the Civil War, that is) to plant and tend them. The property is in the NW corner of the state, near the picturesque tourist town of Galena, once THE most important Mississippi port city north of St. Louis.10 Civil War Union Generals lived and died there; Lincoln based his campaign there.
After pruning trees all day, my dad would come into the house, having been scraped and whipped by burrs and branches. The same thing happens to me when I'm cutting out wild grape vines (their big high leaves shade the life
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out of giant oaks if left to their own devices). Traipsing through a forest understory of multiflor rose thorns, I come home with cuts on my legs and arms. My dad didn't mind it a bit. Neither do I. It feels good to see the results of my labors. I am content.  I'm proud that my property consists of some of the healthiest and most mature white and red oak, shag bark hickory, butternut, and black walnut forest land in the county. Wild turkeys, deer and coyotes abound there.  

The vision of the peaceable kingdom (from Isaiah 2, Micah 4) has become real to me. I hope it is so for you as well. Thanks for helping make it possible.    
Note: Members and friends – Please feel free to call me on either my home: 367-1721 or cell: 240-4500. If I don’t answer, leave a message please! For all email correspondence: danstern@juno.com.

A MESSAGE FROM MAXINE MANNING
I'll be missing see you all on Sunday (August 23) as my goddaughter, Christine, is here for one weekend from California.  She has successfully survived lung cancer and her bone marrow transplant and is feeling like walking on Mt. Rainer - whoopie!!

My learnings for summer:  With a little help from my friends (Including you), I learned three things:

1)  Sometimes life is like driving in the fog. You can't see the road ahead, so you have to focus on what's right there in the headlights and not speculate about what's out there around the bend.

2)  To move forward, you have to be willing to identify and acknowledge the "petit morts" or little deaths that have occurred.  Then you can be open to the "joie d'vivre" of life that is here and now.

3)  Sometimes it is better NOT to slosh around in my barrel of anxiety, but instead to take my green plastic bucket and shovel and go the beach with my grandkids!!

Take care and hope you are having a good August!
Best regards and gratitude to all at BCUCC,

Maxine
UPCOMING EVENTS 
You are cordially invited. September 19, 2009
Broadview United Church of Christ End of Summer Soirée!
The Broadview United Church of Christ Social Club requests the pleasure of your company at our End of Summer Soiree.
Enjoy finger food, cocktails, and delightful company. Relish the opportunity to bid on goods and services donated by our prestigious members. Mingle with Broadview church members, neighbors, and friends.

Five to Eight O’Clock on September 19th, Two Thousand Nine

Broadview Church (Corner of Phinney & 125th) 
$10.00 suggested donation

       
Dressy attire suggested
Rally Day and Homecoming Sunday: 
September 20!!
Plan ahead to invite neighbors, friends, former members, and kids (Sunday Club start-up Sunday). Pick up as many post-card invitations as you can use (on narthex table) to give out to neighbors, family, friends, everyone!  If you need some extras delivered to your home, please ask!
 ONGOING EVENTS
Weekly
Tuesdays (starting Oct. 6): 7pm Broadview Choir Thursdays (resumed Sept. 10): 2pm Bible Study
Sundays: 8:45am Adult Spirituality Group

  10am Worship
Monthly
2nd Sundays: Following Coffee Hour, Church Council 
4th Sundays: Following Coffee Hour, 4th Sunday Brunch,  See Pastor Dan for Location
COMMUNITY EVENTS
JEFF STILWELL’S CURRRENT PLAY
This is Becky Backstage talking with certified hottie Carissa Meisner Smit, directing the comedy of the absurd There's No Place Like Homicide, opening September 27 at The Driftwood Players in Edmonds... 

Don't miss There's No Place Like Homicide!  Tough-talking Private Eye, Sting Despondent, has fallen on tough times; even his gal Tuesday is threatening to take her limited typing skills elsewhere.  Luckily, in walks a damsel in distress who is willing to pay, at least a little. To solve the case, Sting must confront shifty shipmates, threatening thugs, diabolical doctors, and lions and tigers and... ducks?   The pieces of the puzzle keep changing and he is running out of time!  Sting must sniff out the truth once and for all or risk losing his sanity altogether.  Enjoy this zany comedy of the absurd in September!  Call 425.774.9600 at The Driftwood Players to buy your $10 tickets now!

READINGS SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER
September
September 13, 2009
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Who Are You, Jesus?
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19
James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
September 20, 2009
16th Sunday after Pentecost
First in Caring
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3; Mark 9:30-37

September 27, 2009
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Courage for Community
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22; Psalm 124
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50

October
October 4, 2009
Neighbors in Need Special Offering
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Enfolding Love
Job 1:1. 2:1-10; Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
October 11, 2009
19th Sunday after Pentecost
What Must I Do?
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31

October 18, 2009
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Great Service
Job 38:1-7, (31-41); Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35c
Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45

October 25, 2009
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Take Heart
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
BIRTHDAY LIST SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER

September
Patti Kujac

9/2
Mary Lundt

9/6
Joan Henjum

9/16
Dennis Hylander
9/17
Gary Law

9/22
Peter Bloch-Garcia
9/23
Lisa Denny

9/25

October
Noah Witmer

10/5
Jane (Ostby) Sorenson
10/7
Maisie Chen

10/8
Isabella Hoffman
10/16
Sara Qualin

10/16
Suzanne Cressey

10/17
Ross Cavanaugh

10/18
Mo Pomietto

10/20
Bill Andrews

10/20
Niki Athis

10/22
Dorothy Long

10/31


MI PRIMERA SEMANA EN OAXACA
(Excerpts from Carrie’s Hylander’s August 31, 2009 blog entry.)
Hello everyone!
I’ve been in Oaxaca for a week now! I can’t believe it’s been that short amount of time. I feel like I’ve been here for several weeks already! Things have been great here! I’ve gotten to know the city a lot better as well as the other students in my group.

One highlight from this week was going on a scavenger hunt with other students in my program to get to know the city better. We walked for 3 or 4 hours getting acquainted with the treasures of Oaxaca, both evident and hidden.

Another highlight was starting classes and meeting my intercambio (a girl who I meet up with after class to speak Spanish with for a half hour then English for the other half so that we both help each other with our improvement). Her name is Denise and she’s very sweet. I think we’re on about the same page with our speaking abilities, and it’s really helpful to spend time with her and ask each other questions so that we can avoid accidental inappropriate language use (as there are a lot of double meanings in Spanish as well as English). Haha. 
My Spanish class at first seemed really simple and laid back, but as the week went on, things got a lot more difficult! We’ve been talking about slang in Mexico, and learning vocabulary about different types of communication. The other day, we read articles in 
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Spanish, wrote a reflection about them, and then gave oral presentations about the articles. Also, we listened to radio shows and had to take notes on what the show was talking about. It’s difficult at times, but I really like my Professor and appreciate the work we do in the class that challenges me. My Professor’s name is Guadalupe and she’s very sweet, smart and calm. It’s interesting because she often asks us very general questions such as “What are your likes and dislikes”. Though they may seem like beginning level Spanish class type questions, they lead to much more complicated topics and we end up having in depth conversations that make me think a lot about our world, society, culture, conflicts, etc. She gave us a question like “What do you think about learning the Spanish language?” This general question lead to a conversation about the complexity of immigration, discrimination based on language barrier, and the similarities and differences between countries and the languages spoken there.

One of the biggest highlights of this week was our group excursion to Monte Albán, Zapotec ruins. They were incredible! They are high amongst the hills of the southern region of Oaxaca. There are many ruins that remain just as they were left in 500 B.C., and others that were restored as others discovered the ruins. Some ruins are small walls of stone remains of the perimeter of buildings, but there were ruins that were stories high, that we could even climb on! The history of the ruins and the anthropology of the Mesoamerica that once lived there are very interesting. I still can’t get over the fact that I was climbing on and walking on ruins of a society that lived hundreds of years B.C. and that I saw etchings that those people created. After Monte Albán, which is really only a short drive from our location in Oaxaca City, we went to a smaller town to see the artwork of Oaxacans that carve and paint wooden figures. They were incredibly beautiful figures painted with brilliant colors and with careful detail. I got to see one of the women painting a figure, and I was so impressed! We then went to a restaurant nearby where I ate many questionable meats and a taco full of grasshoppers! Haha. It’s was a culinary adventure!  

My experience in Oaxaca so far has put me in a deep thought process about many things. I’ve been comparing Oaxaca to my experience in Ecuador a lot. I’ve realized that Oaxaca, Mexico is a lot more “developed” than the parts of Ecuador that I’ve been to in ways both technologically and socially. I’ve realized from noticing this difference that many people look at Mexico (and many other foreign countries), and the first thing that comes to mind is poverty. (Or in the case of Mexico – drug wars and swine flu). But having this image of other regions of our world is degrading to the country and its people. I came to Mexico with my guard way up because of the reaction many people had when I told them I was going to Mexico.  ”Be careful!”, the majority of people told me. Some asked “why would you want to go to Mexico? Are you building houses or something?”. Yes, there is poverty in Mexico and other Latin-American countries, and yes it is great to put efforts into helping the development of the country. That is part of the reason why I’m here. But we can’t let ourselves get into the mindset of seeing ourselves as better than others because of our socioeconomic privilege or cultural differences that we see as superior in some way. I have met so many people that are “just like me” here: students, of the same or higher socioeconomic status, with many of the same interests and passions. I’ve been so inspired by others that I’ve met, that genuinely treat everyone equally. Instead of ignoring a “beggar” on the street, we should view them as an individual that is working to survive, just as we are, only in a much more difficult position,  and not be afraid to carry on a conversation with that individual just as we would with another student we meet. This is my thought process lately, and my experiences here are allowing me to continue growing and learning, though many times I am confused or don’t know what to think about an experience that I have, right away. Cuidense mucho.

“GENERATION TO GENERATION”
by Antoine de St.Exupéry
(submitted by a BCUCC member)
In a house which becomes a home, one hands down and another takes up the heritage of mind and heart, laughter and tears, musings and deeds.

Love, like a carefully loaded ship, crosses the gulf between the generations.

Therefore we do not neglect the ceremonies of our passage: when we wed, when we die, and when we are blessed with a child;

When we depart and when we return; when we plant and when we harvest.

Let us bring up our children.  It is not the place of some official to hand to them their heritage.
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             If others impart to our children our knowledge and 
             ideals, they will lose all of us that is wordless and full   

             of wonder.
Let us build memories in our children, lest they drag out joyless lives, lest they allow treasures to be lost because they have not been given the keys.

We live, not by things, but by the meanings of things.  It is needful to transmit the passwords from generation to generation.
FROM JOHN SELMAR
Dear Dan:

What is going on???
We are slowly emerging from the longest heat wave in Oregon history. It’s cooler in Iowa than it is here.
What is going on???
It can’t have to do with Global Warming, can it??? Surely not…Shrub assured us that there’s no such thing as Global Warming. Course he assured us of a lot of things.

And speaking of records…Say it ain’t so…I certainly hope it isn’t true that the beloved Huskies have the longest losing streak in all of college football. OH SOB!!!

Incidently, now that I’m an “Elder Statesman” I feel completely qualified to hand out advice on all occasions. So, what’s new??? I’ve been doing that all my life…

One bit of advice which I have given out for years is: “Don’t sweat the petty things and don’t pet the sweaty things.” 

And one other thing: be careful of your drinking habits because: “One Tequila, Two Tequila, Three Tequila, Floor.”

For that matter, have you noticed that they’re not writing songs with the same meaningful lyrics as they did in the old days. Take for instance that memorable song from the past: “Flat Foot Floogie With A Floy-Floy”. And how about, “Marzee Dotes and Dozaie Dotes and Little Lambs Edivey”. Now I ask you, when was the last time you head songs like those??? It brings tears to my eyes just thinking about them. Even though I’m full of it (advice, that is) I also have many unanswered questions. For instance: Why is it that Santa always has a smile on his face? Could it be because he knows where all the naughty girls live? Furthermore, I continue to ponder—if a deaf child signs a “bad” word does his mother wash off his hands with soap??

Another imponderable—Where does a Forest Ranger go to get away from it all?? And what should you do if you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant? And if the Police arrest a Mime…Do they tell him that he has the right to remain silent? Also, I have often wondered how they get deer to cross the road only at those yellow deer crossing signs? Help me understand—why do they call it “Tourist Season,” if you can’t shoot them? Also, who was it that thought Piglee-Wiglee would be a great name for a super-market chain? If you know the answer to any of these questions please let me know by return mail.

In the meantime, I still remain the World’s Greatest Grandpa—John Selmar
HUMANKIND GOLDEN RULE

Through the scriptures of seven of the world’s leading religions runs a single theme, expressed in astonishingly similar form:

Brahmanism: This is the sum of duty: Do naught unto others which would cause you pain if done to you.
- Mahabharata 5:1517

Buddhism: Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful.
- Udanavarga 5:18

Cunfucianism: Is there one maxim which ought to be acted upon throughout one’s whole life? Surely it is the maxim of loving-kindness: Do not unto others what you would not have them do unto you.
- Analects 15:23

Taoism: Regard your neighbor’s gain as your own gain, and your neighbor’s loss as your own loss.
- T’ai-Shang Kan-Ying P’ien

Judaism: What is hateful to you, do not to your fellow [hu]man. That is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary.
- Talmud, Shabbat 31a

Christianity: All things whatsoever ye would that men [and women] should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the Low and the Prophets.
- Matthew 7:12

Islam: No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which he desires for himself. 
- Sunan
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